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The Newport Bush Orchestra has been running now for over 17 years having been 

started by Greg O’Leary who compiled the original NBO tunes book with Steve Martin in 

2006. After Greg retired I took over leadership and made a conscious decision to focus 

our efforts primarily on Australian composed tunes from our Anglo-Celtic heritage to 

perform, promote and enjoy the playing of Australian tunes and songs in a community 

group for the public at large. 

Celtic music is alive, well and flourishing world-wide and our particular brand which is 

uniquely Australian is not as widely played or known of in the general community. Part of 

my aim in forming the Original Bushwackers Band in the early 1970’s was to present 

Australian Traditional Music in an interesting and entertaining way and get it out to a 

wide audience. 

It is my pleasure to be able to continue this goal now with the Newport Bush Orchestra 

and to help others through our group to practise, play and perform in public with dances 

and concerts across the wider community. 

We are now pleased to present an updated version of our Tunes Book which reflects our 

current goals and direction with the selected tunes, songs and dance arrangements. This 

is a relatively small but growing sample of the hundreds of tunes available through the 

Bush Traditions Wiki, the Victorian Folk Music Club, Settlers Sessions and other sites.  

Play on ! 

Dave Isom, 2023 

 

 

The Newport Bush Orchestra acknowledges the peoples of the Kulin nation as the 

Traditional Owners of these lands and waterways on which we gather together as a 

community. 

We thank you for sharing and caring for the land we learn and play on. 

We pay our respects to Elders, and we share our friendship and kindness. 

 

 

NBO thanks the Newport Folk and Fiddle Club for their wonderful support 

Newport Folk & Fiddle Club www.nffc.org.au 

Australian Folk Music australianfolkmusic.com.au 

Bush Traditions www.bushtraditions.org 

Settlers Sessions www.monarofolk.org.au/settlers-sessions 

Victorian Folk Music Club www.vfmc.org.au  
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Playing note: Chords can vary somewhat from those indicated and still be correct. Different 

players may add additional chords which they feel enhances the piece they are playing. These 

chords represent the basic framework and are a good place to start. 
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Bush Dance Sets 
 

Barn Dance 

Click go the Shears x2 D 

Drover’s Dream x2 G 

Waltzing Matilda x2 D 

 

Brown Jug Polka 

Brown Jug x2 D 

Tell My Ma x4 G (depends on singer) 

Forty Pound Float x2 D 

Brown Jug x1 D (or 2 as required) 
 

Circassian Circle (Stockyards etc) 

Clare Jig x2 G 

Herb's Jig x2 A 

Cunnamulla x4 D 

Clare Jig x2 G 
 

Gallopede 

Gallopede x1 G 

Gallopede x1 D 

Black Cat x2 G 

Railway Hotel x2 G 

Railway Hotel x2 D 

Gallopede x1 G 

Repeat as required 

 

 

Hokey Pokey 

Hokey Pokey G 
 

Nine Pins Quadrille (Drongo) 

Cock of the North D (stop as called) 

Sid Briggs G 

Rita Bakers D 

Ochnee Ochen Sue D 

Jack and Lil D 

(or any Iively Aus tunes) 

Preferably play with each tune only 
once for each part of the dance. 
 

Progressive Barn Dance 

Click Go the Shears x1 D 

Drover's Dream x1 G 

Waltzing Matilda x1 D 

Click Go The Shears x1 D 
 

Waltz 

Gervasoni 1 x2 D 

Gervasoni 2 x2 D 

Gervasoni 1 x1 D 

 

Waves of Willy 

Waves of Willy x2 D 

Spotswood Ladies x2 D 

Lime Juice Tub x2 
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